Inversion

A
Never ...

Look at the sentences below.

· What is unusual about the word order?

· What do the first verb forms of the highlighted phrases have in common?

· Study the adverbials with which the sentences start. What do they/most of them have in common?

1.
Under no circumstances can we allow unauthorised visitors onto the premises.

2.
Only if they agree to payment by letter of credit will we sell them the goods. 

3.
On no account should confidential information be released to the press.

4.
No sooner had they signed the contract, than a better offer turned up.

5.
Little did they know, but a teenage boy had hacked into the computer files.

6.
No way will I type up those letters! It's not my job. 

7.
Hardly had I got onto the motorway than I saw two police cars following me.

8.
Not a sound did it make as it slithered into the office.

9.
Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few. 

B
The rule

Complete the following sentence to make a grammar rule.

Never can you start a sentence with "Never" without ...

C
Practice

a)
Start the following sentences with the underlined phrases. Be careful with the word order


and complete the last two.
1.
I have never seen so many spelling mistakes in one report.

2.
I little realised what my boss meant by an "executive culling programme". 

3.
The sun no sooner comes out, than it disappears behind a cloud again.

4.
He had hardly started his new job, than he was transferred to another department.

5.
It was only on closing the door that she remembered ...

6.
The food was so awful that they had to ...

b)
Rephrase the sentences using the expressions in the box.  

on no account  - not until  -  under no circumstances  -  not a -  no sooner  -  only  -  in no way  -  seldom

1. World governments will begin to act when the famine gets worse.

2. The telephone started ringing just after he had left the office.

3. You must not tell him about our plans.

4. We don't often have faulty goods returned to us.

5. You should not handle dangerous products without protective clothing.

6. Mr Bradshaw realised he had written the wrong address after he had posted the letter.

7. Passengers are not permitted to use electronic devices during take-off. 

8. He hasn't written a single word since the exam started.

